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WHO WE ARE

Etna Comics  is the International Festival centered on the 
world of  comics, games and pop culture. It all started in 
2011 thanks to an idea developed by its Artistic Director Mr. 
Antonio Mannino, and since then the Festival has taken place 
every year on the slopes of Mount Etna, in Catania.

The staff is made up of a Management Committee (Artistic 
Director, Communication Director, Production Director, 
Commercial Department and Logistics  Department) and 
they organize the work of the eleven Thematic Areas making 
up the event, each of them with its own Area Manager. 

Each area has its dedicated staff, ranging between 20 and 30 
persons. 
Volunteers and security personnel complete the staff 
reaching a total of about 400 people. 
The Chief Executive is  Mr. Antonio Mannino.

Etna Comics - International Festival of Comics and Pop 
Culture
Etna Comics srls Via Malta, 3 Catania – PI 05134460871
Piazza Europa c\o Borghetto Europa Liv -1



 

THE EVENT

The event has acquired a reputation as the largest Festival in Southern Italy and, in a matter of seven years only, it has become one 
among the most important happenings of the sector in Southern Europe.

It is considered a venue not to be missed for all lovers of comics, movies, animation movies, games and videogames, but also music, 
collection, entertainment, Japanese traditional culture and much more. The participants attend non-stop all the attractions that the 
dense program of the event has to offer and even experienced attendees of the most famous international conventions consider it a 
unique experience.

The event  is made up of 11 Thematic Areas:



COMICS
The Comics Area occupies two floors ( almost 7,000 Sq m ) of the Catania “Le Ciminiere” Exhibition Centre. It is a place where not only 
can you find all sorts of comics, including advance copies and rarities, but you can also meet publishers, independent authors and the 
greatest masters of the sector, who over the years have come to Catania from all over Europe and the world.

GAMES
Since 2017 a whole pavilion has been devoted to games. It covers 1,500 Sq m and it is the place where all the publishers of national and 
international table games convene. It is a situation somehow similar to that of the Comics Area where the genre authors come together 
and where all new products are made known to the public. Table games, still not very popular in Southern Italy, involve teen-agers, but 
they are becoming increasingly popular also with adults, mainly due to the variety of titles and activities proposed.

ALTRIMONDI
In this corner of the Festival you can get in and start travelling with your mind, living the surrealistic experience of meeting your preferred 
character or sitting on the throne of the Star Wars Emperor for a souvenir photo. A whole area is devoted to a fantasy journey that will 
leave you stunned: a whirl of emotions, between a photo and tea-time in Steampunk sitting room  and then you can go and get a breath 
of fresh air in the forecourt just outside and witness medieval combats inside a wood arena surrounded by runic pillars. An essential role 
in this Area is being played by the hundreds of associations dealing with fantasy. These associations are also involved in the organization 
from the start to plan and implement all the activities proposed. 



JAPAN & COSPLAY
You will have the opportunity of enjoying an incredible journey  in the allure and suggestions of Japanese culture, getting to know 
an increasingly active community of followers. In the Japan Area the Japanese tradition blends together the most exclusive fun 
with activities ranging from the mesmerizing wearing of a kimono to the tea ceremony. You will also find a Tatami Area, exhibitions, 
demonstrations of martial arts and, on top of that, classes of Japanese language and cuisine. Cosplay (Costume Play) is extremely 
interesting and worth watching and is one of the most heavily photographed activities within the Festival. 
Every year Etna Comics is attended by thousands of followers of the genre and the Cosplay Contest ( a real competition with 
international judges) takes place on the main stage with very tempting prizes, such as an all-inclusive trip to the USA.

VIDEOGAMES
The Videogames Area is one of the most attractive sections of Etna Comics. 
Top level partnerships were created with major companies in the videogame sector and that was a great achievement leading to the 
setting up of a PC Area ( with tournaments of League of Legends and Hearthstone) and more generally to the astounding success of the 
whole area, both as number of people attending and enthusiasm.

JUNIOR
In 2015 the Staff decided to devote an entire Pavilion to the Junior Area and, by doing that, it was possible to entertain, fascinate and wow 
kids (ages ranging between 7 and 12) with beautiful shows on stage, creative workshops, animated readings, games and good laughs. 
Subjects such as science, ecology and creativeness are dealt with, but having fun at the same time. 



MOVIE
The Etna Comics Movie Award is an International competition for animation, fantasy and science-fiction movies. The award was created 
in 2015, when the presence of Rutger Hauer opened up the doors of Hollywood. The Jury is made up of outstanding talents, such as 
Dario Argento, Marco D’Amore and Aldo Baglio in 2017.

SPECIAL
Etna Comics hosts also other International events that cannot be perfectly framed among the subjects dealt with in the Thematic Areas. 
That is why, since 2015, we have set up a “Special Area” with a view to identifying a container that could represent all those different  
artistic experiences, such as the IV Mediterranean Kermesse, an international contest of body painting.

THE STAGE
The Stage Area, occupying the fascinating ”Ciminiere” amphitheatre, undoubtedly is a pivotal centre for any event aiming at bringing 
out the artistic skills of its protagonists. It has always been one of the added values of Etna Comics, whereby the fantasy and the artistic 
vein of all those who participate in the Cosplay Contest (more than 400 competitors) can be expressed and it also gives the perfect 
opportunity to appreciate the outstanding musicians who with their concerts  liven up the four evenings of the event. 



EXHIBITIONS
The Etna Comics Exhibition Area is the place where the different souls of the Festival merge and take the visitor along into a colorful 
journey in the world of comics and popular culture. Comics enthusiasts have had the opportunity to admire, for the first time in Sicily, the 
artistic productions of undisputed masters, whose prestige required long journeys to faraway comics locations until recently.
It was thus possible to celebrate the 50 year anniversary of Valentina of  master Guido Crepax, to admire the refined sensuality of Milo 
Manara ladies, and also to look at the original tables of popular heroes such as Dylan Dog and Diabolik or the historical comic strips of 
the Corriere dei Piccoli. In 2017 we wanted to please all Disney followers by hosting the first national exhibition devoted to the 50 years 
of activity of Giorgio Cavazzano and we honored and recognized the importance of the Napoli family by hosting a beautiful exhibition 
of Sicilian puppets, also considering that the Uzeta paladin had been chosen as the icon of the latest Festival. Every year some 15 
exhibitions are organized and since 2013 an ad hoc catalogue has been published and it has already become a chimera for collectionists.

YOUTUBE ALLEY
Etna Comics was the first Festival in Italy devoting a full area to the so called new media. Meetings, debates and thematic workshops 
are being held by web stars and experts of the sector. Thousands of youngsters fill up the new media pavilion and the success of this 
initiative was such that the example was followed by all other comics Festivals.   

Beside what has been mentioned above, there are 6 conference halls (1 with 1,200 seats, 1 with 600 seats and 4 with 150 seats each) 
devoted to the meetings between artists and the public and to the scouting of new talents, where the most important publishers 
meet with upcoming artists.

The Festival goes on for 4 days and the entry ticket for visitors is 10 € per day,
with the 4-day ticket the price goes down to 30€.

THE EIGHTH FESTIVAL WILL TAKE PLACE FROM MAY 31 TO JUNE 3 2018.



THE VENUE

The “historical” location of Etna Comics is the Catania Fair 
Centre  “Le Ciminiere”.
The Centre derives from the recovery of some abandoned 
buildings that used to be part of a huge industrial estate for the 
refining of the sulphur extracted from the mines of the Sicilian 
hinterland. 

It is a multifunctional complex covering 28,000 Sq m, 16,000 
of which are occupied by buildings, 8,300 are free spaces, for 
pedestrians and vehicles and 2,700 are made up of green areas. 
The position is truly strategic, just walking distance from the 
railway station, the tube station and overlooking one of the main 
city arteries. These features make it an extremely functional 
logistic centre and one easily reached on foot. 

In the areas in front of “Le Ciminiere” (Rocco Chinnici Square) 
tensile structures are set up whereby the total surface of the 
event exceeds 30,000 Sq m.

Etna Comics is the only exhibition event taking place in 
“Le Ciminiere” that has exploited the entire surface of the 
location.



FIGURES

The organization of a comics convention had been a long 
standing wish of the young and not so young fans living 
on the slopes of Mount Etna. The wish became a reality in 
2011, when the first Festival took place, and immediately it 
emerged as one of the most performing events in Italy with 
25,000 attendees.

2012 was the year when the success was confirmed, when 
the total attendees exceeded 35,000, whereas the third 
Festival can be considered the one of the final achievement. 
Once again the public exceeded expectations, in June 2013 
we hit the record figure of 43,000 attendees and down the 
line 50,000 in 2014 and 61,000 in 2015.

The Festival in 2016 registered more than 73,000 attendees, 
whereas 2017 was the year of absolute success with more 
than 78,000 attendees (visitors coming from Italy, but 
also Japan, USA, Spain, France, Germany, Belgium, UK, 
Switzerland and Malta), some 170 guests arriving from 4 
continents, 290 exhibitors (including practically almost all 
the sector publishers in Italy), 250 conferences, labs and 
meetings, 19 exhibitions (among them one on the 50 years 
of activity of Giorgio Cavazzano and one on the historical 
conversation between Will Eisner e Frank Miller)
and 14 thematic concerts.



www.etnacomics.com


